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situation. There were, in all, three interviews, and in the
end the Governor-General yielded and promised the command
to Baird.*
This decision of Lord Wellesley's was not the yielding
under pressure of a weakling, but the act of a strong man
who dares publicly to change his mind. He made it with his
eyes open knowing what it was going to cost him, and that
it would probably cause an estrangement between his brother
and himself. It was a choice between the one and the many.
He must either sacrifice his brother, or lose the confidence
of those he governed, which he inevitably would do once the
stigma of favouritism and partiality were to become attached
to him. There had been enough unpleasantness over
Arthur's appointment at Seringapatam, and now fate had led
the same General officer across his brother's path again. It
was almost inevitable that he should yield to Baird's request,
even though it was an act of injustice towards Colonel
Wellesley.
Had Richard at this time acted with his usual wisdom, he
would have written immediately to his brother explaining
what had happened and throwing himself upon his generosity
to stand by him and * see it through'. He would not have
appealed in vain j Arthur's sense of public duty would have
made him swallow his disappointment, and there the matter
might have ended. Instead of which the Governor-General
entered into the dangerous game of bluff, which led him into
tortuous paths, and was the real cause of his brother's subse-
quent bitterness of feeling.
It is necessary that I should apprize you [he informed Colonel Wellesley
on December zist] that, if circumstances should ultimately determine me
to attempt the expedition to Egypt, that attempt will require so large a
force as to occasion the necessity of my employing some one or two of
His Majesty's General officers now in India. Under such circumstances,
you will judge whether your best post would not be Mysore, after you
* Authority for Baird's interviews with the Governor-General is,
Light and Shade In Bygone, Indiay by Colonel Thornton.